CHAPTER VIII
PARIS
THENCEFORTH, until she stands on trial for her life, the
heroine becomes and remains a supernumerary. In the
five months between Vaucouleurs and Rheims she com-
manded the action, was its incarnate spirit; during the
next ten she is almost without influence on its course.
Even her appearances in it are flitting and intermittent.
The chroniclers give her an increasingly subordinate
place in their recollections; the commissioners of her
Rehabilitation, with a pious duty to perform, draw a
veil over that dismal period of her career; and though
her judges naturally pointed up her failures they merely
emphasized the more the incoherent, inconsecutive nature
of her story during those ten months preceding her
capture.
She followed the army while it existed because there
was nothing else for her to do, but her advice was un-
heeded and her energies starved. Her companions in
arms, Alengon, la Hire, Poton de Saintrailles, drifted away
into other fields of employment, but she was dragged
along to become a disconsolate hanger-on of the court.
The tone of her letters shows that she now thought
of herself as no longer holding a commission from
the king so much as a watching brief from God. Yet
she could not count with the same certainty as before
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